


{95} AGUA CALIENTE PARK
Some call it “Tucson’s best-kept secret.”
Pima County manages this park, which
was once part of a ranch and later a
mineral-hot-springs retreat. At this natural
habitat, the public can enjoy acres of large
trees, shaded picnic areas, several ponds,
and beautiful views of the mountains, 
as well as an art gallery and nature shop 
in the restored main ranch house. Open 
7 a.m.–sunset, the Roy P. Drachman Agua
Caliente (“hot water”) Regional Park is on
the far northeast side of town at 12325 E.
Roger Rd. Phone 520-749-3718.

42 TUCSON GUIDE SPRING 2011

things
to do

{96} PIMA COUNTY FAIR Southern
Arizona’s plumpest chickens, award-
winning pigs and cows, cotton candy,
carnival rides, homemade pies, and live
entertainment await you at the annual
Pima County Fair. All the fun takes place
Apr. 14–24 at the Pima County Fairgrounds,
one mile south of I-10 on Houghton Rd.
(take exit 275). Admission is $8 for adults,
$2 for children 6–10, and free for children
5 and younger. $5 parking fee. Phone 
520-762-9100 or see www.swfair.com.

{97} “A” MOUNTAIN Perhaps Tucson’s
most notable, or should we say most easily
noted, landmark is “A” Mountain. Rising
above downtown, the peak has witnessed
the history and growth of the city.
Stjukson, meaning “spring at the foot of
the black mountain,” was the name of the
original Native American settlement in the
shelter of the peak. The US Army named
the mountain Sentinel Peak for its strategic
importance. Since 1916, U of A freshmen
have made a yearly tradition of painting the
now-namesake letter “A.” You can drive to
the top of the peak to enjoy a panoramic
view of the city Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–8 p.m. and
Sun. 8 a.m.–6 p.m. Phone 520-791-5909.

{98} SPIRITUAL SHOPPING
Kachinas, carved and painted figures
called tihu by the Hopi, a Native American
tribe from northern Arizona, were
originally used to teach children about
Hopi life and religion. Today, these effigies
representing spiritual and natural beings
have become a popular art form coveted
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by collectors. Find Hopi kachinas at
Morning Star Traders & Antiques (2020 E.
Speedway Blvd., 520-881-2112), Gallery
West Classic Native American Art (6420
N. Campbell Ave., 520-529-7002), Mac’s
Indian Jewelry (2400 E. Grant Rd., 520-
327-3306), and Grey Dog Trading Co.
(2970 N. Swan Rd., Ste. 138, 520-881-6888).

{99} AMADO TERRITORY RANCH
This enclave of shops, eateries, and
galleries within the small town of Amado
offers a scenic slice of desert life. Stroll 
in the meditation labyrinths, purchase
local art at the Thomas Blue Room 
Gallery, order up a New York strip at the
steakhouse, or take a cooking class at
Kristofer’s Catering Company & Bistro.
Pack in a day’s worth of activities, or
spend the night at Amado Territory Inn
B&B. To get to Amado, take I-19 south
about 25 miles to exit 48. A quick left
leads you to Amado Territory Ranch. For
more information, call 520-398-8684 or
see www.amado-territory-inn.com.

{100} HOP ON THE TROLLEY
Take a step back in time with a trolley 
ride from University Blvd.’s Main Gate
Square, through the eclectic shopping
district along Fourth Avenue, and into
downtown—for just $1.25 a ride Fri. and
Sat. and 25 cents on Sun. At the all-
volunteer “operating transit museum,” 
the staff participate in fundraising efforts,
historical research, and restoration of
historic trolleys and buses; they even serve
as conductors on the streetcars. Call 520-
792-1802 or visit www.oldpueblotrolley.org
for a route map and schedule, and for
historical and volunteer information.
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ALL ABOARD! Toy-train
aficionados will want to make a 
stop at the Gadsden-Pacific Division
Toy Train Operating Museum
(520-888-2222, www.gpdtoytrain
museum.com), with 6,000 square
feet of displays and detailed scenic
tracks. Located at 3975 N. Miller Ave.
near N. Romero and W. Roger Rds.,
it’s a little hard to find but well worth
the effort. Attractions include old
telegraph and railroad equipment,
including a real caboose and toy trains
covering all eras—from the 1900s to
the present. Call ahead for days and
hours of operation. Next stop—fun! TG

Swan at Ft. Lowell
Shopping Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
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